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Identity Formation I: Abraham and the Beginning of Identity Formation; David and Royal Ideology
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A. Israel's testing God (Genesis 12-21): Is YHWH worthy of being Israel's God?
1. Ishmael as the promised heir?
a. Abraham and Sarah in Egypt (Gen 12:10-20)
b. Abraham and Lot (chaps 13-14)
¢. Covenant with Abraham (ch. 15) —"one who will come from your own body shall be your heir."
(NKJV 15:4b)
d. Birth of Ishmael (ch. 16)
c¢'. Covenant with Abraham (ch. 17)
b'. Abraham and Lot (ch. 18-19)
a'. Abraham and Sarah in Gerar (ch. 20)---"Abimelek took Sarah"?
2. Isaac and Ishmael (Gen 21)—"in Isaac your seed shall be called"(21:12)

B. God's testing Israel (Genesis 22): Is Israel worthy of being God's people?
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Abraham as the role model for David and Zion theology
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e Abraham and Melchizedek (Gen 14:17-23): Malchi-zedek king of Shalem, priest of El Elyon (the god, most
high)*; EI Elyon (Deut 32:8-9); Shalem//Zion (Ps 76:2, KJV); Zion//Jerusalem, “the city of David" (2 Sam
5:6-9).

o Hebron as the headquarter for Abraham and David (Gen 13:18; 23:2, 19; 35:27; 2 Sam 2:1, 3, 11, 32,...)

e Dblessing/promise: real estate, progeny, riches (&t M| 7| 12%, AFRASH7EY)
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2. &b 21:9
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AWP And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, acting as
Isaac
KJV  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.
NRSV But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing
with her son Isaac.
NIV And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.
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! Elyon is an epithet of El who is the supreme god in the Canaanite pantheon comprising seventy divine beings.
2



