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Within those two parameters of interpretation, four things call for the closest examination a
reader can muster: (a) Satan’s speech to God, (b) Job’s Oath of Innocence, (c) God’s two
speeches to Job and (d) Job’s two responses to God. Only a proper handling of these

four keys will unlock the treasures to be found in 7he Book of Job.
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First Cycle of Speeches (Job 3:1-11:20)
(1) JobUJob 3:1-3:26)

(2) Eliphaz (Job 4:1-5:27)
(3) Job(Job 6:1-7:21)

(4) Bildad(Job 8:1-8:22)
(5) JobUob 9:1-10:22)

(6) Zophar(Job 11:1-11:20)

Second Cycle of Speeches (Job 12:1-20:29)
(1) Job(Job 12:1-14:22)
(2) Eliphaz (Job 15:1-15:35)
(3) JobUob 16:1-17:16)
(4) Bildad(Job 18:1-18:21)
(5) Job(Job 19:1-19:29)
(6) Zophar(Job 20:1-20:29)
Third Cycle of Speeches (Job 21:1-37:24)
(1) Job(Job 21:1-21:34)
(2) Eliphaz(Job 22:1-22:30)
(3) Job(Job 23:1-24:25)
(4) Bildad(Job 25:1-25:6)
(5) Job(Job 26:1-31:40)
(6) Elihu(Job 32:1-37:24
Why?Why?Why?Why?Why?(Job 3:11-12,16,20,23)

Unsolved problem

1. Job's integrity never questioned by God.

2. God is not blamed. erefc

3. case settled? how? => renewed theodicy?
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causal responsibility; but not moral blameworhiness
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+. (David Clines—— The book ends where it began, and it appears to be the position of the
friends, not of Job nor even of the voice from the whirlwind, that triumphs in the end.)
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Robert Sutherland, Putting God on Trial: The Biblical Book of Job

This answer 1s posited on four pivotal claims about God: God created a world of
unremitting and undeserved suffering in order to make the highest form of love
possible; God cannot reveal this explanation for evil; God expects human beings to
challenge the creation of such a world; God will reveal the answer on the day of

the final judgment.

I would describe myself as an evangelical Christian, though not a fundamentalist. |
believe the traditional doctrines of Trinity, Incarnation, substitutionary atonement, bodily
resurrection, heaven and hell.

God has a moral reason for sending evil. Man has a need and a right to know that reason. But
God need not provide that reason here and now. An adjournment of God's trial to the Day of
the Final Judgment and its continuation then is strongly implied. It is implied through the
allusion to Abraham. It is implied through the allusion to a Redeemer who stands up in court at
the Final Judgment to plead Job's cause. It is implied through the allusion to the apocalyptic

destruction of Leviathan at the Messianic banquet and the explanation of all things that follow
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Therefore 1 reject (my complaints) and [ console myself on ash and dust (& 42:6, AWP).



