
Greek 1A: Lesson 9 AaronP  

Present Middle/Passive Indicative 
 

 Sing. Pl. 
1 -omai  [mai] -o,meqa [meqa] 
2 -h|/-ei  [sai] -esqe  [sqe] 
3 -etai  [tai] -ontai [ntai] 

 
Present mid/pass. infinitive: Ä,esqai 
 
Genitive of personal agent 

With most passive verbs, the personal agent—i.e. the person by whom the action is 
performed—is expressed by the preposition u`po, + the genitive. 
o` lo,goj u`po. tou kuri,ou gra,fetai) 
o` dou/loj pe,mpetai u`po. tou/ profh,tou) 
 

Dative of means 
The impersonal instrument or means of action is put in the dative without a preposition. 
didasko,meqa tw|?|/ lo,gw|/ tou/ qeou/) 
 

Deponent Verbs 
The verbs that lack an active voice are called deponent verbs. These verbs have no passive 
meaning, when used as such. 
 
Middle Deponents: Some verbs have a deponent aorist middle. 

de,comai de,xomai evdexa,mhn ---------- de,degmai ---------- 
 
Passive Deponents: Some verbs have a deponent aorist passive. 

bou,lomai boulh,somai ---------- ---------- bebu,lhmai evboulh,qhn 
 

Partial Deponents: Some verbs lack an active voice in one or more tenses. 
e;rcomai evleu,somai h=lqon evlh,luqa ---------- ---------- 
o`ra,w o;yomai ei=don e`w,raka w=mmai w;fqhn 
 
If its aorist has the middle form, a deponent is called a middle deponent; if its aorist has 
the passive form, a deponent is called a passive deponent. (Smyth, Greek Grammar, 
§356c). But e;rcomai has no middle/or passive aorist form (h=lqon). In other words, its 
aorist is not a deponent. One more problem. Often both midd. and pass. forms are found. 
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