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Lesson 1 
 
The Alphabet 
 

Form Name Sound 
     
A a a;lfa alpha a 
B b bh/ta beta b 
G g ga,mma gamma g 
D d de,lta delta d 
E e e; yilo,n epsilon e 

 
Z z zh/ta zeta z 
H h h=ta eta e 
Q q qh/ta theta th 
I i ivw/ta iota i 
K k ka,ppa kappa k 

 
L l la,mbda lambda l 
M m mu/ mu m 
N n nu/ nu n 
X x xei/ (xi/) xi x, ks 
O o o; mikro,n omicron o 

 
P p pei/ (pi/) pi p 
R r r̀w/ rho r 
S s( j si,gma sigma s 
T t tau/ tau t 
U u u;yilon üpsilon u (y) 

 
F f fei/ (fi/) phi ph 
C c cei/ (ci/) chi ch  (German) 
Y y yei/ (yi/) psi ps 
W w w; me,ga omega o 

 
Gamma g before the palatals (k g c) has the sound of ng as in think.  

gg a;ggeloj (Lat. angelus) 
gk a;gkura 
gx Sfi,gx 
gc hvle,gcqhn 
 

Vowols, Diphthongs 
 long short 
 a/ā a 
 h e 
 i/i¯ i 
 w o 
 u/ū u 
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a¯ i¯ u¯ are used in the Classical Greek to denote the long vowels and they are no longer used 
in the LXX or New Testament Greek. Thus, vowels a i u may be long or short. 
A diphthong combines two vowels in one syllable. 

ai ei   
oi ui  
au ou   
eu hu   
Diphthongs are normally treated as long vowels except when  ai oi are used as endings. 
(but, long in the optative in the aorist) 
 
 sing. opt. act. infinitive act sing. imper. mid 
lu,w lu,sai lu/sai lu/sai 
avpolu,w avpolu,sai avpolu/sai avpo,lusai 
paideu,w paideu,sai paideu/sai pai,deusai 
 
 

Iota subscript and Adscript 
An iota  i with long vowels (ā h w) is written beneath (subscript) and is not pronounced.  
a| h| w|. With capital letters, is written on the same line. lovgw|  LOGWI 
 

Breathings 
--A rough breathing (~), sounding h, is pronounced before the vowel. Ex. ~Ele,nh (Helene), 
u`po,qesij (hupothesis), r`htorikh, (rhetorike). 
--A soft breathing (V) makes no effect on pronunciation. 
예) eivrh,nh( evluo,mhn( ouvranoi/j( a;nqrwpoj 

  
Syllables and Accents 
 

The number of syllables are determined by the number of vowels or diphthongs. 
Ex.) avpo,stoloj (av-pos-to-loj----four syllables) 

 
Accent 

Regardless of the number of syllables, only the last three syllables receive the accents. 
The names of the syllables from the last are called ultima, penult and antepenult. 
예) avpo,stoloj 
 ultima—loj 
 penult-- to  
antepenult-- poj 

 
1. acute ( , ): on any of the last three syllables. 
2. circumflex ( /): on any of the last two syllables (ultima or penult) with a long vowel. 
3. grave(  .): only on the last syllable. 
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** When the ultima is: 
a. Long: antepenult cannot be accented. Ex.) paideu,w 
b. Short: & if penult is long and accented, it takes circumflex accent. Ex.) paideu/on( lu/e  
 
 

Exercises 
 
1. Read aloud the following sentences. 
evn avrch/| evpoi,hsen o` qeo.j to.n ouvrano.n kai. th.n gh/n 
 
VEn avrch/| h=n o` lo,goj( kai. o` lo,goj h=n pro.j to.n qeo,n( kai. qeo.j h=n o` lo,gojÅ  
ou-toj h=n evn avrch/| pro.j to.n qeo,nÅ  
pa,nta diV auvtou/ evge,neto( kai. cwri.j auvtou/ evge,neto ouvde. e[nÅ o] ge,gonen  
evn auvtw/| zwh. h=n( kai. h` zwh. h=n to. fw/j tw/n avnqrw,pwn\ 
 
2. Write each words ten times and read aloud. 
 
avkou,w 
eivrh,nh 
avlh,qeia 
ai-ma   
w[ra   
 
3. Study lesson 2 and memorize new words. 
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