
Greek 1B AaronP 
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Participles 
 
Participles are verbal adjectives. Participles are verbal adjectives. Verbal adjectives!!!  
Their verbal nature includes: 

-formed on verbal tense stems 
-have both tense and voice 
-can take direct and indirect objects 

Their adjectival nature includes: 
-can modify and agree with nouns and pronouns 
-have gender, number, and case 

The tense of a Greek participle (like infinitives) shows aspect only. 
1. Present participle—progressive/repeated aspect—simultaneous action with the 

main verb. 
2. Aorist participle—simple asect—often action prior to the main verb; sometimes 

simultaneous 
3. Perfect participle—completed aspect with continuing effect—action prior to the 

main verb. 
4. Future participle (lu,swn( lu,sousa( lu/son)—subsequent to the main verb. E.g. avllV 

eivsi.n evx ùmw/n tinej oi] ouv pisteu,ousinÅ h;|dei ga.r evx avrch/j o ̀VIhsou/j ti,nej eivsi.n 
oì mh. pisteu,ontej kai. ti,j evstin ò paradw,swn auvto,nÅ (John 6:64). 

 
 
Forms of the present participles 
 

 Active Passive 
 M F N M F N 
nom wn ousa on omenoj omenh omenon 
gen ontoj oushj ontoj omenou omenhj omenou 
dat onti oush| onti omenw| omenh| omenw| 
acc onta ousan on omenon omenhn omenon 
       
nom ontej ousai onta omenoi omenai omena 
gen ontwn ousw/n ontwn omenwn ome,nwn omenwn 
dat ousi ousaij ousi omenoij omenaij omenoij 
acc ontaj ousaj onta omenouj omenaj omena 

 
 

 Active Passive 
 M F N M F N 
nom lu,wn lu,ousa lu,on luo,menoj luome,nh luo,menon 
gen ontoj oushj ontoj omenou omenhj omenou 
dat onti oush| onti omenw| omenh| omenw| 
acc onta ousan on omenon omenhn omenon 
       
nom ontej ousai onta omenoi omenai omena 
gen ontwn ousw/n ontwn omenwn ome,nwn omenwn 
dat ousi ousaij ousi omenoij omenaij omenoij 
acc ontaj ousaj onta omenouj omenaj omena 
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Adjectival Participles 

1. Predicate participle // predicate adjective (no article) 
2. Attributive participle // attributive adjective 
3. Substantive participle // substantive adjective 

 
Adverbial/Circumstantial Participles 

"The adverbial or circumstantial participle is grammatically subordinated to its 
controlling verb (usually the main verb of the clause). Like an ordinary adverb, the 
participle modifies the verb, answering the question, When? (temporal), How?(means, 
manner), Why?(purpose, cause), etc." (Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the 
Basics [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996], 622). 
1. Temporal: while, after, when 
2. Causal: because 
3. Conditional: if 
4. Concessive: although 
5. Manner: by, with 
6. Means: by 
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