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Participles

Participles are verbal adjectives. Participles are verbal adjectives. Verbal adjectives!!!
Their verbal nature includes:
-formed on verbal tense stems
-have both tense and voice
-can take direct and indirect objects
Their adjectival nature includes:
-can modify and agree with nouns and pronouns
-have gender, number, and case
The tense of a Greek participle (like infinitives) shows aspect only.
1. Present participle—progressive/repeated aspect—simultaneous action with the
main verb.
2. Aorist participle—simple asect—often action prior to the main verb; sometimes
simultaneous
3. Perfect participle—completed aspect with continuing effect—action prior to the
main verb.
4. Future participle (AM0owv, Adoovow, Aboov)—subsequent to the main verb. E.g. aAL’
eloly € LUV TLveg ol od mLotebouoLy. HdeL yap €€ apyfic 0 'Inoodg tiveg eloiv

OL W1 TLOTEVOVTEG Kol Tig €0TLY O Topadwowy cvtov. (John 6:64).

Forms of the present participles

Active Passive

M F N M F N
nom |wv ovoa ov OLLEVOG opevn opevov
gen oVToC 0VOMNC oVToC OLEVOV OMEVTC OLEVOV
dat ovTL ouam ovTL OLEV® opevn OLEV®
acc oVt ovoay ov opLevov opevny opLevov
nom | ovtec ouvoaL oVt OpevoL opevaL opeva
gen oVTWY oVoRV ovTWY OMEVWY OMEVWY OMEVWY
dat ouvoL oUoLC ouvoL OLEVOLG OMeEVLG OLEVOLG
acc oVTaC ovoaC oVt OMEVOUC OMEVOC opeVo.

Active Passive

M F N M F N
nom | Abwv Avouvow Avov AUOUEVOC | Avopévm AVOEVOV
gen oVToC 0UoMNC oVToC OLLEVOU OLEVTC OLLEVOU
dat ovTL ovon ovTL OLEVW opevn OLEVW
acc ovta ovoay ov OopLevov opevny OopLevov
nom oVTEC ovooL ovta opLevoL opLevaL opeVa,
gen ovTWY oVOQV ovTWY OLeEVWY OLLéVWY OLeEVWY
dat ouoL oVonLG ouoL OLLEVOLC OLLEVaLC OLLEVOLC
acc ovToC 0Vo0C ovta OLLEVOUG OLeVaC Opeva
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Adjectival Participles
1. Predicate participle // predicate adjective (no article)
2. Attributive participle // attributive adjective
3. Substantive participle // substantive adjective

Adverbial/Circumstantial Participles
"The adverbial or circumstantial participle is grammatically subordinated to its
controlling verb (usually the main verb of the clause). Like an ordinary adverb, the
participle modifies the verb, answering the question, When? (temporal), How?(means,
manner), Why?(purpose, cause), etc.” (Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the
Basics [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996], 622).

Temporal: while, after, when

Causal: because

Conditional: if

Concessive: although

Manner: by, with

Means: by
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