
Greek 1A AaronP 
Lesson 15  

Perfect Tense 

 

 Active  Mid/pass. 

1 le,luka - ,amen  le,lumai - ,meqa 

2 -aj - ,ate  -sai -sqe 

3 -e(n) - ,asi(n)/an  -tai -ntai 

 
 Perfect act. ind. endings are identical with those of the aor. act. ind. except 3p. 

The primary passive endings (mai, sai, tai, meqa, sqe, ntai) are directly 
attached to the perfect stem with no connecting vowels. 

 Many perfect tense stems are formed with a reduplication of the initial 
consonant followed by epsilon.  

 Perf. act. inf is –e,nai; perf. pass. inf. is -,sqai.  
 Consonant changes due to heavy clusters of consonants in perfect passive. 

mmai (labial p, b, f plus mai);  
ge,grammai (<ge,grafmai)  gegra,mmeqa (<gegra,fmeqa) 
ge,grayai (<ge,grafsai) ge,grafqe (<ge,grafsqe) 
ge,graptai (<ge,graftai) gegramme,noi eivsi,(n)1  (ge,grafntai)
  

gmai (palatal k, g, c plus mai); dedidagmai (<dida,skw) 
smai (dental t, d, q plus mai); pepeismai (<pei,qw) 
 

 

Forms of Reduplication 
 Vowel or diphthong =>lengthening (same as augment)  

avgapa,w   avgaph,sw hvga,phsa     hvga,phka    hvga,phmai  hvgaph,qhn 
 Aspirated consonants=> unaspirated consonants 

fai,nw     fanw/     e;fhna    pe,fagka/pe,fhna   pe,fasmai   evfa,nqhn 
 Double consonants (& 2nd consonant is not n or r)=> epsilon (same as augment) 

kti,zw kti,sw e;ktisa    e;ktismai evkti,sqhn 
Cf.  kri,nw krinw/ e;krina ke,krika  ke,krimai evkri,qhn 

 

Pluperfect Active Indicative2 

 

 Biblical Greek  Classical Greek 

1 evlelu,kein - ,eimen  evlelu,kh - ,emen 

2 -eij - ,eite  -hj - ,ete 

3 -ei - ,eisan  -ei - ,esan 

 

                                                           
1 For periphrastic perfect passive form, see Herbert Weir Symth, Greek Grammar (revised by Gordon M. 
Messing; Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1956), § 405. Periphrasis (perifrasij <perifra,ssw 
"fence around") is the use of more words than are necessary to express an idea. For our purpose, a passive 
form is replaced by the verb eivmi, plus passive participles. This periphrastic form became increasingly 
popular in the New Testament Greek and was frequently used in the present indicative. 
2 For Pluperfect pass. ind., add secondary tense mid/pass endings: -mhn, -so, -to, -meqa, -ste, -nto. 
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